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Why Reports Matter.

The importance of quality reporting and how it plays a crucial role in understanding the true value of parks and park systems and the programs
offered cannot be understated. By quantifying the value of parks, we can gain a comprehensive understanding of their impact on the community.

In order to accurately measure the value of park and recreation agencies, it is imperative that we define quantitative metrics through meticulous
data collection and analysis. These metrics encompass a range of aspects, such as the number of people visiting the parks, the variety of
programs and facilities available, as well as the amount of revenue generated and expenditures made. These quantitative measurements
provide us with tangible data points that offer insights into the success and efficiency of operations.

However, it is equally important to consider the qualitative benefits of our parks. Beyond the numbers, we must recognize the perceived
improvements in areas such as mental and physical health, quality of life, and environmental conditions. These qualitative benefits reflect the
intangible value that parks bring to the community, fostering healthier lifestyles, promoting social interactions, and enhancing overall well-being.

As Vince Lombardi once said, "The measure of who we are is what we do with what we have." By embracing quality reporting, we demonstrate
our commitment to transparency, accountability, and continuous improvement. Quality reporting enables us to effectively communicate the value
of our parks, allowing everyone to make informed decisions and understand the positive impact they have on a community.

In conclusion, quality reporting is not just about numbers; it is about capturing the essence of the park and its contributions to the community.
Through a combination of quantitative metrics and qualitative benefits, a comprehensive understanding of the value of parks is provided. Let us
continue to strive for excellence in data collection, analysis, and reporting, ensuring that there is an accurate understanding of the true worth of
parks and their transformative impact.
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The Power of Parks.

As the Executive Director of the Kansas Recreation and Park Association (KRPA), | wanted to take a moment to highlight the importance of
parks and recreation in Kansas communities and their significant economic impact. Parks and recreation not only contribute to the quality of life
for residents but also play a vital role in building community identity and driving economic growth.

At KRPA, we recognize the need to raise awareness of the economic value of parks and recreation, which is why we are partnered with Sports
Facilities Companies on statewide economic impact calculators. This innovative tool will educate both internal and external stakeholders on the
economic benefits of parks and recreation, including job creation, increased property values, and direct spending generated by parks and
recreation events.

By showcasing the economic impact of parks and recreation, we hope to strengthen funding sources from stakeholders, community leaders
involved in hosting events, creating budgets, and other initiatives. We believe that this partnership will enable KRPA to provide valuable insights
to our members, build a network of informed people, and to expand funding models that recognize economic impact. This initiative will equip
them with the tools they need to advocate for parks and recreation in their communities.

We are proud to serve as the voice for parks and recreation professionals in Kansas and are committed to promoting the value and benefits of

parks and recreation. We look forward to working with our partners to continue to elevate parks and recreation as a crucial component of
community development and economic growth.

Erilea Devore

Erika Devore
Executive Director
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Property Values = Wa

The presence of open spaces, such as public parks, greenspaces, and golf courses, offers tremendous
value by providing stunning views and top-notch amenities to nearby residents. It's no secret that the
distance from these recreational areas has a significant impact on property values. In fact, extensive
nationwide research has demonstrated that proximity to such spaces can increase market value by up to
20% or more within a 2,000 feet radius. This underlines the immense worth of having such spaces nearby,
not just for leisure but also for the financial prosperity of homeowners.

$990,000

Increased value of nearby homes based on the proximity effect

$9,900

Incremental property tax value increase
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Photo Credit: Johnson County Park and Recreation District The Impact of Parks on Property Values
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Healthcare

S

Physical inactivity poses a significant threat to our health and well-being, as it is a primary risk factor for
chronic diseases and premature mortality. The consequences of physical inactivity extend beyond individual
health outcomes and can result in a considerable economic burden on society. However, the benefits of
regular physical activity cannot be overstated, as it can lead to improved cardiovascular health, reduced risk
of chronic diseases, and enhanced mental health. By engaging in regular physical activity, individuals can
not only improve their health but also contribute to the overall wellness of their community, making it a vital

component of a healthy and thriving community.

Healthcare cost savings for users under 65

$49,200

Healthcare cost savings for users over 65

Photo Credit: Johnson County Park and Recreation District The Impact of Parks on Healthcare
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Environment

Environmental conservation has far-reaching economic impacts, affecting the quality of life and well-being of
all living beings. Conserving natural resources, protecting biodiversity, and reducing pollution are all
essential for maintaining healthy communities. Green spaces, including forests, parks, and wetlands, play a
significant role in mitigating environmental changes by acting as carbon sinks, absorbing and storing carbon
dioxide and other harmful gases. These spaces also reduce carbon emissions by providing natural areas for
non-motorized recreation and by providing shade and cooling in urban areas. The economic benefits of
green spaces extend to supporting pollinators such as bees, butterflies, birds, and bats, which are essential
to maintaining the diversity and productivity of agricultural and natural ecosystems. The economic impact of
environmental conservation is vast, and investing in these practices benefits not only the natural world but
also the economies of communities around the globe.

Forest/tree carbon sequestration Value of stormwater savings
84.00 $2,017
Total tons of Carbon Sequestered Savings for Stormwater Mitigated by Trees

$3,344,000
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Photo Credit: Johnson County Park and Recreation District The Impact of Parks on the Environment
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Tourism

Parks and recreation tourism events play a significant role in generating economic value for communities. In
recent years, the sports event and tourism industry saw over 175 million Americans travel for sport-related
reasons generating billions of dollars in direct spending and tax revenue, resulting in substantial economic
impact for communities. By promoting purpose-driven events that showcase the benefits of hosting events,
communities can raise awareness and gain buy-in from stakeholders, leading to more successful events
and continued economic growth. The value of parks and recreation tourism events cannot be overstated as
they offer numerous economic benefits that contribute to the overall well-being of communities.

$206,576

Annual spending generated through recreation and/or events

Photo Credit: Shawnee County Parks + Recreation The Impact of Parks on Tourism
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Job Creation

Parks and recreation are not only essential for community engagement but also for job creation, with
significant economic value. These departments provide employment opportunities in various sectors,
including recreation, hospitality, tourism, transportation, infrastructure, horticulture, and construction, to
name a few. Furthermore, many young people find their first jobs in these sectors, allowing them to gain
valuable experience and develop important skills in improving community culture. By supporting these
departments, communities can not only provide enjoyable experiences for their residents but also create job
opportunities and drive economic growth.

Number of jobs created through annual operating budget
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Arts

Arts and cultural programming are not just a source of enjoyment and entertainment but also offer immense
value to communities. Nonprofit arts and cultural organizations, as well as cultural audiences, contribute
significantly to the economic development of communities. They generate event-related spending that goes
towards supporting local economies, creating jobs, and supporting businesses. Furthermore, they provide
quality of life benefits by enhancing community cohesion and social engagement. Overall, arts and cultural
programming are invaluable assets to any community, contributing to both economic and social well-being.
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Full-Time Equivalent Jobs

$2,944
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SUMMARY REPORT

Quantifying the value of a park or park system is essential to communicating the value of the spaces and programs

OVERVIEW offered. This initiative will build a network of informed people to help promote the message of how important parks
and recreation offerings are to a community, and provide agencies with the resources to help adopt best practices
and sustainable and expanded funding models that recognize economic impact.

$990,000 $9,900 $24,600 $49,200

Increased value of homes
based on the proximity effect

84.00

Total tons of Carbon
Sequestered

$35,000

Economic and Environmental
Benefit of Pollinators
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Incremental property tax value
increase

$2,017
Savings for Stormwater
Mitigated by Trees

$206,576

Annual spending generated
through recreation and/or events

$2,944
Spending by Cultural Art
Audiences

Healthcare cost savings for
users under 65

$3,344,000
Economic Value of Forest
Ecosystem
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Kansas Recreation & Park
Association

KRPA is the premier non-profit professional organization
representing the parks, recreation, and leisure industry in Kansas.
We are proud to represent nearly 1,400 professional, commercial,
agency, board/commission, student, and retiree members
throughout the state. With members in almost every county, KRPA
has a robust network of support and active professionals
committed to enhancing the quality of life in Kansas by providing
top-quality park and recreation services. Our local parks and
recreation agencies and state parks serve millions of Kansans
and tourists annually, providing open spaces, recreation facilities,
and healthy programs for children, adults, and senior citizens. Our
mission is to advance park and recreation opportunities that
enhance the quality of life through education, communication, and
advocacy. Our vision is to be the go-to source for information
advancing parks and recreation in the State of Kansas and
beyond.

SPORTS FACILITIES
= COMPANIES

Sports Facilities Companies

The mission of Sports Facilities Companies is to dramatically
improve the health and economic vitality of the communities we
serve.

Our goal is to transform the decision making process for parks &
recreation budgets, empowering parks professionals and
advocates with data that elevates the conversation around the
true value of parks. We believe that parks are a vital ingredient in
a recipe for building a healthier society - providing opportunities
for increased physical activity, access to sport and a community
hub for social engagement.
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